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Case Study

Secondary Principal Champions OTC's

Prep for the ACT® Test and Increases
School-wide Scores

ACT"Prep for Highest ACT"Scores Incentives & Surprises
Every Student in Nebraska for Test Day

It only takes a minute of talking to Patty Novicki to realize she is
passionate about her students and their futures. You can hear it in her
voice, but, more importantly, you can see it in her actions. Patty has
been in education for over thirty years, as a teacher, a K-12 principal
and now a secondary principal.

And ACT ‘prep plays an instrumental role in how she champions her
students and their futures. Her first experience with ACT prep was
when she was the principal at Dodge High School in Nebraska (now
consolidated into Howells-Dodge).

“We were just starting to get into
test prep when | was a teacher. |
heard John Baylor speak and |
brought OnToCollege test prep
to Dodge with me.”
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“At Plainview, we
did test prep at
night. We had to
do sessions after
basketball or
football, and we
cooked dinner for
our students. And
then we jumped
right into test

prep.”

PATTY NOVICKI

Principal

Elkhorn Valley High School, NE

24.7

Average ACT'score for
Plainview in 2017

Making ACT® Prep a Priority

Patty later moved back to Plainview High
School where she had spent much of her
teaching career. As the principal, she
worked hard with the guidance counselor
to get OnToCollege up and running for the
students.

She and the guidance counselor would
rotate leading the class. "Sometimes we did
it together. If we made test prep a priority,
then our students realized it was important.
| rarely missed a session because | wanted
my students to know that | think it's
important too.

The hard work paid off over her years at
Plainview. "My first year, we started with
eleven students taking the course. The last
time | did the class at Plainview, | had
twenty-eight students, both juniors and
seniors."

The first year of the state-mandated ACT®
in Nebraska, her group of students was the
top class in the state with a 24.7 average.
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1Those students were outstanding. They
took the test three to four times. We did
test prep every single time/



Finding the Right Schedule for Each School

Patty Novicki continues championing OTC's Online Prep for the ACT®
Test in her second year as the secondary principal at Elkhorn Valley. "I
came at the right time. Our junior class is really motivated. The biggest

struggle is that it's never been done before. We are working to change
the culture."

Patty has realized that each school is different and so are their
schedules for test prep.

Elkhorn Valley 40 1 2- 18

ACT® Prep

minute academic days set aside for
period test prep

At Elkhorn Valley, they have a 40-minute academic period each day.
"We blocked off 12-18 days to do test prep. " They also have an

English teacher and math teacher who work to incorporate test prep
right into their teaching lessons.




Adding Fun & Motivation to Test Prep

Patty Novicki doesn't stop with test prep. She puts up ACT®
reminders and signs on her students' lockers the day before the test.
"Plus they all get little to-go bags with pencils, juice boxes, granola
bars, and little notes."

She also gives them Hammer the Grammar t-shirts. "If you graduate
from ACT® prep, you get a t-shirt. It's a big commitment. You have to

take it seriously."

John Baylor with e,
Scholars from

Plainview High School

Patty's enthusiasm and passion for test prep have impacted so many
students, and she's just getting started. "I just kind of fell into test
prep, but I took the bull by the horn to make it happen at my schools."

.0nTOCollege gives students confidence. A one point increase on
the ACT could be the difference between little-to-no money or a
large amount in scholarships. OnToCollege helps them prepare for
the ACT and beyond."
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