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How Southside School Provides ACT®
Prep for Students at All Levels

Overview

In rural Arkansas, Southside School
District faced a challenge. They needed to
find a solution to prepare students at all
levels for the ACT®, decreasing the number

The S |tu ation of required remedial classes and helping

students reach their full potential.

Some years were better than others, but at

Southside, the staff constantly

felt like students didn’t have the preparation

they needed for the ACT®. In past years, they had a grant for a summer ACT® prep program, but it
had since run out, leaving their students with limited options to prepare for this important test. Many
teachers worked with individual students on specific subject areas, but even that was limited.

Other students struggled to find classes or tutoring at other schools. But the final straw came as more
and more students had to take remedial classes if they did attend college, based on their low ACT®
scores.

The staff at Southside knew something had to change.

Southside wanted a program that would help their students scoring 16s and 17s increase their scores
(and avoid remedial classes). But that wasn’t enough. They also wanted something that would help
students scoring 24-27s boost their scores to be eligible for larger scholarships at state schools. The
icing on the cake would be if they could find a program that allowed even the students who scored
30+ to grow. Southside was looking for a solution that worked for all kids at all levels.
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--We wanted to find the best
solution and needed to make sure
it was right for all kids at all

levels.--

Roger Ried
Principal
Southside HS

The Solution

Southside learned about OnToCollege and compared what they offered with three to four other
competitors, making the decision in 2017 to partner for ACT® test prep.

The staft at Southside worked hard to integrate OnToCollege into their school schedule, instituting
an advisory period for students to focus on the ACT® and college admissions. Additionally, each
student had access to the OnToCollege online resources so they could practice or reference the
material anytime.

But that was just the start. They realized that in order for students to truly grasp the material, they

needed to have the program led by teachers in the classroom. So they worked to implement the
material across multiple years by adding elements at each grade level.

10th 11th 12th

Teachers introduce the Teachers simply play the Southside shows the
format of ACT® questions ACT® Prep course as students OnToCollege ACT®
and prepare students for do the brief assignments Tefedber Corras fimd

test content. between sessions.

incentivizes seniors to take the
December ACT®.

But the focus on further education doesn't stop there. Applying to a college
Is a requirement to graduate from Southside.
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“You won’tinvest in OnToCollege
and be unhappy. You will invest, and
your kids and parents will save
money. It can be a life-altering
experience for your district. It was for

ours.--

Roger Ried
Principal
Southside HS

With Southside's passionate and intentional approach
to further education and with the support from the
OnToCollege program, the school has seen a dramatic
change not only in the mindset of students but also in
their ACT® scores. In 2016, the composite score at
Southside was 18.2. The next year, it rose slightly to
18.3. But their hard work paid off in 2018 with a
composite score of 20.0.

In addition, they’ve seen numerous success stories,
like a student in 2018 who jumped his score five
points, making a large financial difference for him and
his parents with scholarships. He went to a state
college at a reduced cost.

Several other students jumped their scores so they
could not only afford an education at the local
community college but also receive great scholarships.

Southside didn’t want financial
decisions to keep students from
furthering their education and
reaching their goals.

They wanted a tool to empower their staff as they
supported students at all levels, as well as boost their
overall scores. By partnering with OnToCollege, they
accomplished just that.
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